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“ilson's Bridge Site c. 18
Fast of present Deer Creek bridge on Darlington Rd. (MD 161)
Darlington vicinity
Private
Wilson's Bridge spanned the Deer Creek crossing of Darlington Road

about 1868 until about 1928, when it was removed and the present bridge
built. The covered bridge was a vital link in the road from Darlington
the upper part of Harford County with Hopewell Crossroads (Level), from
roads led to Havre de Grace, Bush, and Bel Air. The stone abutments rem
on the north and south banks of Deer Creek.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site of "/ilson's Bridge, a covered bridge built in the 19th century
and removed in the late 1920's, consists of the stone abutments on the north
and south banks of the creek about 50 feet east of the present roadway of
Darlington Road (MD 161). The structures are heavily overgrown and not
visible from the road or Deer Creek.

The north structure is owned bv Uakie H. Bishon, Jr., 725 Darlington
Rd., Darlington, MD 21034, vhone: 836-3803; legal reference Liber 970/490.
The south abutment is on the property of Alvin :'. Lehnerd, 521 Darlington
Rd., Darlington, MD 21034, phone: 83%6-246L; legal reference Liber 819/222.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Wilson's Bridge spanned the Deer Creek crossing of Darlington Road

from about 1868 until about 1928, when it was removed and the present

bridge (H:-1578) was built.

It was a vital link in the road from Darlington

and the upper county to Hovewell Crossroads (Level), from which roads led
to Havre de Grace, Bush, and Bel ir.

The old bridge became the property of Edward M. illen, Jr., who contem-

plated the possible use of the structure as a tea house, according to a
newspaper article of the time. (See attached copy.)

ADDENDUM:

Samuel Mason, Jr., in Historical Sketches of Harford County,

Maryland, states that the original covered bridge crossed the creek directly

opposite the miller's house (HA-25).

1865.

This bridge washed out in a freshet in

The second bridge, the subject of this form, was built in 1868. It
also was washed away in 1931.
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HA-394
Wilson's Bridge Site

Section 7. DESCRIPTION
CORRECTION: The south bank abutments are almost destroyed.

of stone wall is visible near the creek bank.
1983)

Only a small section
(Observed on March 15,
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Wildon's Bridge
Harford County
c. 1928 view
Bel Air Times
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Wilson's Bridge
from Mason, Historical Sketches of

P

Harford County, Maryland, 1940
Date of photo unknown




HA-394 !

Darlington Deer Creek [overed Briél’g&, St
Harford County Dept. of Planning map '
from aerial photos taklen March, 1990
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Wilson's Bridge Site
Deer Creek

Harford County
Photo: Janet Davis
September 1982

North bank abutments
1/1

HA-394



